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1; <A separate communication unit ie maintained under the Defense Guard Bureau 
(Kyongni-kuk "4 4f§ % ) of the North Korean Ministry of Home Affairs, to 
provide direct contact between Pyongyang headquarters and field units of the 
Border Guard Corps (Kyongni-dae), to recruit and train communications pere 
sonnel for assignment to the field, and to support cross-border intelli- 
gence and guerrilla cperations, It consists of two elements with complementary 
functions: a central transmitting unit, maintained in e secure location in 
Tyongyang; and a communications battalion, organized alone =iiitary lines and 
charged with training of personnel and maintenance of field facilities. 


2, The central transmitting station, in the compound of the Pyonryeng City 
Reservoir (see Attachment 1), was completed under direction of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs in August 1948, It 1s an all-concrete structure, surrounded, 
as are the neighboring reservoir and a city police installation, by a barbed~ 
wire barricade. Armed sentries are posted at the two gates and at regular 
intervals around the barricade. A five member vermenent staff at the station 
is headed by a Cantain 0, Hwan~kyu (4% %2 4 ). M“quipment includes four 
short-wave transmitter-receiver sets, (tynes and vower unstated); three delta- 
match antennas; a transformer with a canacity of 2 KVA; two standby fenerators, 
one of which produces direct current, of 2) kilowatts maximum output each, 
Phone facilittes are maintained for normal transmission on 4560 ktlocycles. 
Four direct telenhone lines connect the station with the Defense Guard Bureau 
and with headsuarters of the Communications Battalion. Two Lines, installed by 
the Ministry of Communications, give access to the reeular comrunicetions 
network in North Forea, Radio equinment is predominantly of Jananese make, 
and is badly in need of revnlacenent. Irregulzrities in line voltage cause 
frequent tube burn-outs. The unit functions as the central relay station for 
all official messages between the “inistry of Mome Affairs and border constabu- 
lary installations throughout North Vorea, aA secondrry resnonsibility is to 


maintain redio contact with guerrilla, sabotage and intellirence teame dis-— 
natched to the South, 


3. The Communications Battalion was activated in its voresent form on 1 
Ite funétions had creviously been performed on a smaller scele by a subsidlavy 
and essentially non-military, section of the Defense Guard Bureau. Head~ ics 
quarters are in the former Jananese "Railroad Anartment Building," a two-story 
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brick structure near the main railroad station in Pyongyang. An out-building 
houses transvortation equirnment, horses, and radio renair facilities. 


(a) QOnganization 


Currently commanded by a Lt. Col. NAM, Song-tu (:) ¥ + ), the battalion 
comprises three training comnanies plus technical, administrative and 
cultural support units. The first and second comnanies, concerned re- 
spectively with advanced telephone-~telegravh and radio training, are 
composed of non-commissioned trainees. The third, which vrovides basic 
training in both telephone-telegraph and radio, ig made up of recruits 
and privates, aA security officer with the rank of captain is assigned 
at the command level by the Political Security Bureau, Ministry of 

Home Affairs. Total strength, excepting maintenance versonnel, averages 
250; of this number about twenty officers and fifteen non-commissioned 
officers constitute the nermanent cadre. 


(b>) Bunctions* 


In addition to its training resnonsibilities, the battalion is directed 
in &n emergency to take full charge of front-line communicetions, Tele- 
phone and telezravh units are to establish and maintain contact between 
forward and rear echelons of the Kvongri-dae in the battle area, while 
mobile radio teams are to vroceed to the front for the vurpvose of main- 
taining a direct communication link between Pyongyang and the forward 
commanders, 


(c) Recruitment and Training 


Trainees are recruited from among enlisted nersonnel assigned to com- 
munications companies of the three Kyongvi~dae brigades. Jlarty nembershiv 
and an outstanding record are prerequisites to selection for battalion 
training. Non-commissioned officers who have had substantial communica- 
tions experience are assigned to the first and second comvanies, where they 
are given intensive training either in telenhone-telegravh or radio 
techniques, supnlemented by courses in allied subjects, Unon comletion 
of three months! training, they become eligible for direct commission as 
communications officers and for reassignment to field units of the Kvongpi-~ 
dae. Members of the third company receive a three-month basic course in 
radio and telenhone-telegraphy, following which they may be given non- 
comuissioned rank and enrolled in one of the more advanced courses, 


Members of the first and second comnanies receive instruction in nolitical 
theory, telephone-telegraph or radio onerating techniques, mathematics, 
magnetism and electricity, geography, switch-board oneration, military 
science, non~electric machine handling techniques, and vhysical training, 
The curriculum for members of the third company is essentially the same, 
though restricted to an introductory plane. 


Special re-briefine courses are conducted yearly for communicstions ver-~ 
sonnel on field assignment. These last one-and-one-half months and attend~ 
ance is comrulsory for all officers end men, , 


(d) Houtoment 


Electrical equipment assigned to the Battalion includes the following: 


5 portable short-wave transmitters (VT #295, #721); two US- 
made, three Javanese made; 

2 stationary short-wave tranemittere model and vower unstated, 
Jananese~made; 

5 short-wave receivers Jananese-made: U.62", 


WMU-65", “BI-4; 
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5 radio-televhone sets 
6 radio-telephone sets 
4 oscillators 
2 fenerators 
2 transformers 
1 amml if ier 
2 televhone switchboards 
al telenhone sets 
15 televhone sets 
2 televhone switchboards 
4 loud-sneakers 
3 hand generators 
5 line testers 


15 antenna units 


10 transmitting and receiving crystals 


20s spare tubes 


55,000 m, military communication wire 


51 signal flage 


30C batteries 


60 ~=batteries 


20 sending keys 
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(v? 430, #191); US-made; 
(VP #1a5, #iL4; US-made #300; 


(VP #46, #606, #80); for 
trainine vurvoses; 


converted to vroduce "Bt. 
volts 700, “"A"-yolts 7: 


outout: "Bl-volts 5°, 
"Alavolts 24; 


svecifications unstated; 


Japanese-made; 12-circuit 
and 20-cireult: 


US-made; 4448; 
Javanese-made; tyne #92; 


USSR-made; "Ka" tyne, 10- 
circuit; 


one 124, three 10"; 


Javanese-made; "94" tyne; 
"Btavolts 590, "A"-volts 7: 


US and Jananese-made; 


4560K0, 4580KC, S990KC; 


VP £925, $°3, #5108, #6F6, 
#523, #80; 


half US-made; half USSR-made; 


l-volt, 5-volt; 


60-volts "Bt: 


The battalion is equipped also with 36 sub-machine guns, 150 carbines, 


14 infantry rifles and 6 vistols. 


current duties other 


an training, 


not m&éke it clear whether the battalion has any 
The need for direct telenhone contact 


with the centrel transmitting station and the maintenance of its own signal 
center, apvarently operated on a shift basis (sea Attachnrent A), would seem 


to indicate some regular relaying function. 


Enele: 3 
1, Organization chart 
2. Map 
&. Plan 
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